HOW FRANCE RECOVERED AND BECAME GREAT

enemies by brutally driving away his father's advisers. The great men
of the kingdom set themselves up against him in a league which they
called the League of the Public Weal, 'in order to restore everything
to order and to protect the unfortunate populace'. We all know what
such programmes are worth and what, in most instances, those protect who
call themselves the protectors of the people. United, the dukes of Bur-
gundy, of Brittany and of Berry could have endangered die kingdom,
had the English mixed in the affair. But the English were involved in
civil war at home and Louis XI had inherited from his father the ad-
vantage of a permanent army. 'The King of France is always prepared*,
scornfully said the rebels. Louis, however, having saved Paris merely by
a hair's breadth, decided to do some appeasing. He made promises to his
enemies and then divided those enemies so that he could break his
promises. The most dangerous of the great vassals was, as always, the
Duke of Burgundy, Charles the Bold Louis XI agreed to meet him at
Peronne in order 'there to fight over his wool and his skin'. The fox was
caught in the trap and the King, prisoner of the Duke, promised every-
thing the latter desired. The moment he was free, he denied what he had
done, threatened, bullied. I have already remarked that oaths did not bind
him. 'He who has success likewise has honour', he used to remark.

He had success, by guile and above all by good fortune. Charles the
Bold went to Switzerland to meet defeat at Granson and, the follow-
ing year, was killed in battle before Nancy. His daughter, Marie of
Burgundy, who was twenty years old, inherited the personal fortune and
the lands which were part of the Empire. The French provinces, which
had formerly been given as an appanage, reverted to the crown for
lack of a male heir. Thus, in 1477, by this stroke of luck, Louis regained
Burgundy and Picardy. In order to get what was left, he tried to marry
his son, then seven years old, to Marie of Burgundy. The attempt was
vain. She married Maximilian of Austria, who brought her imperial
support. But at least Burgundy was to be a fine French province and
no longer a rival kingdom. France had escaped the terrible danger of
watching a new Lotharingia take shape along her flank. But of that
episode there remained one problem: the problem of Flanders. The dukes
of Burgundy had made Brussels their capital and had Gallicized a part
of Flanders. By bringing these lands as a dowry to Maximilian, Marie
began a long rivalry between France and the Empire. This northern
French frontier was to remain until our own days one of the nerve points
where European crises come into being. Along this frontier, France is